  SPN 1120 – Elementary Spanish - SYLLABUS

Instructor: Pamela C. Jones



Classroom:   EC 4-148
Office Hours: by appointment / e-mail 


Class times: T/Th 8:00-9:40 


Valencia e-mail: PCJones@valenciacollege.edu  

Phone: 863-274-4125
SPN 1120 Text: 
Portales Textbook Package   
Vista Higher Learning / First Edition
Authors: Blanco and Donley
· A Spanish-English dictionary.

· A notebook and a mini-notebook for vocabulary.
Purchasing Books:  Books need to be purchased by the end of the first week of classes (Friday, January 11).  Failure to purchase the books will result in point reduction (you will lose points in participation) every class meeting until the end of the semester.

Course Description:
The student will be taught to understand and speak the Spanish language of everyday life and the fundamentals of Spanish grammar.  Pronunciation, conversation, writing and reading in the target language will be emphasized. 
Required Lab (ONLINE exercises): Weekly lab on Vista is required in all SPN classes.  You MUST complete ALL HOURS in Vista. The penalty for late submission is 10% a day.

Required lab work is a homework component of this course.  In order to pass the course, students must earn a “C” or above in course work and a passing score on the Comprehensive Departmental Final Exam. 
Course Content: This is a beginning course in the Spanish language and culture and incorporates extensive vocabulary through the development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills within the context of various Spanish cultural experiences. A communicative approach to learning a language is the focus; students are encouraged to become involved with the language on a daily basis. 
Students with Special Needs: Any student with special needs that may affect his/her progress in this course should notify the instructor as early in the semester as possible.

Classroom Policies:
Attendance/Participation: Attendance is required.  After four (4) absences, a warning is sent. After five (5), a student is to be withdrawn by the instructor.  Students are expected to arrive to class with all materials needed and ready to participate.  Three (3) tardies and/or early departures will count as an absence.  

VERY IMPORTANT: College policy requires that students who are not attending class the first week of classes to be withdrawn from the course. See the Withdrawal Policy below.

Attendance is necessary for successful completion of this course. Attendance is mandatory and will be taken on a daily basis. NOTE: You will be withdrawn from the course after five absences (20% of the class meeting time) during the semester. Upon the 4th absence, you will be notified that a further absence will result in your withdrawal from the course. On the 5th absence you will be withdrawn from the course by the professor. If it the student’s responsibility (not the instructor’s) to check Atlas Registration to verify Withdrawal from the course. You will be marked absent against the attendance records of the professor, not the recollections of the student, which will be consulted for proof of attendance/absences.

Exceptions will be determined on a case-by-case basis for extremely extenuating circumstances, such as, but not limited to, complications regarding pregnancy, lengthy hospitalization because of a major medical condition, or military service. Exceptions will require clear and precise documentation, which should be provided in a timely fashion.

For severe medical conditions that result in excessive absences, consult the Dean of Students concerning Valencia’s medical withdrawal policy. International students, and students receiving financial aid, should be aware of how a “W” will affect their status.
No RINGING Cell Phones, Pagers, Beepers, Etc.
Late/Makeup Work: Makeup tests are given at the discretion of the instructor.  Because this is a face-to-face class AND all evaluations will be announced in class ahead of time, late homework and/or makeup work are not accepted in this class.

Food/Drinks: No food and drinks are allowed in the classroom.  If you eat or drink, you MUST do it OUTSIDE the classroom.  You can only have bottled water in the classroom. 
Academic Honesty: neither plagiarism nor misrepresentation is tolerated.  Either situation may result in withdrawal from the course and can produce other punitive consequences as well.

Add/Drop Refund Deadline: Monday, January 14, 2019   
Withdrawal Deadline: Friday, March 22, 2019 
If you must withdraw, please do so before the deadline date.  Also, please withdraw yourself from the course rather than have the instructor do so.  

Evaluation and Grading Scale: SPN courses use a ten-point scale with a “C” as the minimum passing and advancement grade for each course.

Grades that satisfy the SPN course requirement:
A
90-100%

B
80-89%


C
70-79%

Grades that do NOT satisfy the SPN course requirement:

D
60-69%

F
0-59%

Important Dates:/Holidays:
Monday, January 21, 2019                                  
MLK, Day  
Monday, March 11 - Sunday, March 17                
Spring Break    

Mid-Term Exam: week of March 4-8, 2019    
(Department policies mandate attendance for Mid-Term Exam)

Classes End (before Exams): Sunday, April 21, 2019 
Current Course Final Exam: Thursday, April 25, 2019 (7:00-9:30AM)  
Grades Posted on Atlas: Tuesday, April 30, 2019  

Evaluation: 
Grades are on a 100% scale and you must make 70% or higher in order to pass to the next level.  Grades for the course will be the following:

In-class Assessments*
  20%
Cultural Project **
  10%
     Online/Lab/Vista ***       20%
     Chapter Tests ****
       20%
     Mid-Term Exam*****    10%
     Final Exam ******
       20%

*In-class Assessments includes: attendance (10%), cooperation, pair/group work, individual ORAL work, written work/compositions, participation and correction of homework in class.



**Cultural Project: students will have the opportunity to showcase cultural presentations. There are 2 choices: a Spanish pop song and/or a Spanish-speaking country. The song project is individual, whereas the country project is individual or in duos (3+ people are not allowed). The instructor will explain the details in class. 


*** Online/Lab is the software provided by VISTAS textbook Portales. These are the assignments to be completed in the book as if you were in any other class. The instructor will explain the details in class. ALL lab assignments must be completed.
**** Chapter Tests: there will be 5 (chapter) tests at the end of each chapter. The tests are scheduled to be every 2-3 weeks, after the 4th grammar/structure topic of each chapter. 
*****Mid Term Exam: A mid-term exam will be given in the middle of the semester (week 8 of the semester). College and Department policy mandates that students be present for the exam. The date will be announced by the instructor one week in advance (or sooner). Failure to appear for the mid-term exam will result in the minimum grade of zero (0). The exam will cover chapters 1-3, which will also better prepare you for the final exam.
******College-wide Final Examination: Final exams are college-wide departmental exams.  The Comprehensive Departmental Final Exam will be given during Final Exam Week (the last week of the semester).  A minimum grade of 70% on the final exam is required in order to pass the course. 

Names and Phone Numbers of Classmates you can call for help:


1.

2.


Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus may be made at any time during the term by announcement by the instructor.  A revised syllabus may be issued at the discretion of the instructor.


 

